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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Committee of One Hundred on Public Safety Since
you first assembled three months ago, world events have moved swiftly to a fateful climax. | have summoned
you in joint convention at the very opening of your session this morning because the moment has come for the
State of Maine, acting through her chosen representatives, to begin playing her proper partin world affairs. For
more than thirty months Americans have watched with growing horror and amazement the appalling world
catastrophe across the sea. We are a peaceful people committed by ancient tradition to a policy of aloofness
from European alliances. This policy we have struggled to maintain. Through all these weary months we have
taken no part except that of messenger of succor and relief to the distressed. But continued isolation from the
struggle has become increasingly impossible. Neither the broad expanse of the Atlantic nor the faith of treaties
nor the instincts common to humanity have sufficed to protect our peaceful and law-abiding citizens from the
assassin. With unbelievable patience and self-restraint, we have seen our flag insulted, our rights insolently
invaded, our citizens, even women and children, foully murdered upon the high seas. Our self-respect and
honor as a nation forbid further endurance of these intolerable aggressions. But we are to enter the war at last
not only because of the threat against the integrity of our own nation and this hemisphere for which we have
some measure of responsibility. This is to be no mere defensive war on our part. We are to strike and strike with
all the energy and power at our command because we are at last convinced that...
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