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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Cabinet of Natural History and American Rural
Sports, Vol. 3 There is no animal, native of North America, so interesting and valuable as the Beaver; and it is
equally certain, that few animals of the world have been so much admired and extolled, and, at the same time,
have had so large a share of intelligence imputed to them more unjustly. But, with all the importance attached
to the animal, how much ignorance exists of its true character. If we examine the opinions of men on this
subject, we see at once how deeply wrong impressions have become rooted by pondering over the fictitious
histories of the Beaver, - or more particularly being influenced, in early youth, by the fabulous stories of the
animal, framed as truth, and admitted into the various seminaries of learning. Here we find the Beaver placed
at the head of all inferior creatures for sagacity and intelligence, and endowed with intellectual qualities
superior to many nations or tribes of human beings. This undoubtedly is error, and to overturn it must be the
work of time and truth, by the introduction, into schools and families, of authentic histories of the animal. It is,
however, no trifling undertaking, to establish truth on prejudicial error, or attack the writings of the learned
and eloquent, which have filled the world with theories or false statements, wrought up by ingenuity to almost
sublimity. Among the modern writers on Natural History, none seems to have exerted so general an influence as
the A Count Bu on, who appears to have been regarded, by most of his successors, as authority substantial
and indubitable. Under these impressions, many...
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