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2. 4 percent of the 1998a ). Nitrogen is primarily a problem in brackish or rural domestic wells were estimated to
contain levels salt water, where it is the limiting nutrient, while phos-above the MCL. About 3 million people (
including phorus is primarily a problem in freshwater. EPA reports that nutrient pollution is the leading cause
of 43, 500 infants ) using water from CWSs and about 1. 5 million people ( including 22, 500 infants ) using rural
water quality impairment in lakes and estuaries, and is wells are exposed to nitrate at levels above the MCL the
second leading cause in rivers ( EPA, 1998a ). ( EPA, 1992a ). Increases in the occurrence of harmful algal
blooms in coastal waters have been attributed to nutrients from A 1991 USGS study of nitrate in near-surface
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