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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1899 Excerpt: .forme to discuss the vast subject before this meeting; and yet, in view of
the general invitation extended to many architectural societies, and therefore only in my capacity as the
representative of the T Square Club, I may perhaps be permitted to contribute a modest suggestion which
comes strictly within the architect s sphere of action. It is the concentrating, when possible, of street fixtures into
compact and economical groups. To be sure, it is but a detail of the subject under discussion; yet since the
scheme (in one of its phases) has been carefully worked out, the design may be of real value. As the
accompanying illustrations show, the design forms a monumental electric fountain and aquatic garden:
includes a drinking fountain, two bootblacking stands and a public toilet-room, as well as such minor
departments of the public service as fire-alarm and police call-boxes, street lamps, fire-plugs, etc., and only
occupies an area thirty-four feet in length. A less ambitious scheme would be simply to make a news, fruit or
flower stand the unit on the surface in and around which the most necessary fixtures could be grouped. In
London, where underground toilet-rooms without any superstructure exist for both sexes, it has been found
that the automatic pennyin-the-slot locks attached to each door earn, in some cases, an average of three
shillings a day; and where these lavatories are built in two separate compartments it is found that a halfpenny
charge on the women s...
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