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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Early in the summer of 1860 I had a bad attack of gold fever. In Chicago
the conditions for such a malady were all favorable. Since the panic of 1857 there had been three years of
general depression, money was scarce, there was little activity in business, the outlook was discouraging, and I,
like hundreds of others, felt blue. Gold had been discovered in the fall of 1858 in the vicinity of Pike s Peak, by a
party of Georgian prospectors, and for several years aIerward the whole gold region for seventy miles to the
north was called Pike s Peak. Others in the East heard of the gold discoveries and went West the next spring; so
that during the summer of 1859 a great deal of prospecting was done in the mountains as far north as Denver
and Boulder Creek. Those who returned in the autumn of that year, having perhaps claims and mines to sell,
told large stories of their rich finds, which grew larger as they were repeated, amplified and circulated by those
who dealt in mining outfits and mills. Then these accounts were fed out to the public daily in an appetizing way
by the newspapers. The result was that by the next spring the epidemic became as prevalent in Chicago as
cholera was a few years later. Four of the fever stricken ones, Enos Ayres, T. R. Stubbs, John Sollitt and myself,
formed a partnership, raised about $9,000 and went to work to purchase the necessary outfit for gold mining.
Mr. Ayres furnished a larger share of the capital than any of the others and was not to go with the expedition,
but...
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