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Journal The buyers were generally of a rough breed, slangy, profane and bearish, being for the most part from
the back river and swamp plantations, where the elegancies of polite life are not, perhaps, developed to their
fullest extent. In fact, the humanities are sadly neglected by the petty tyrants of the rice-fields that border the
great Dismal Swamp, their knowledge of the luxuries of our best society comprehending only revolvers and
kindred delicacies. Your correspondent was present at an early date; but as he easily anticipated the touching
welcome that would, at such a time, be o iciously extended to a representative of The Tribune, and being a
modest man withal, and not desiring to be the recipient of a public demonstration from the enthusiastic
Southern population, who at times overdo their hospitality and their guests, he did not placard his mission and
claim his honors. Although he kept his business in the back-ground, he made himself a prominent figure in the
picture, and, wherever there was anything going on, there was he in the midst. At the sale might have been seen
a busy individual, armed with pencil and catalogue, doing his little utmost to keep up all the appearance of a
knowing buyer, pricing likely nigger fellers, talking confidentially to the smartest ebon maids, chucking the
round-eyed youngsters under the chin, making an occasional bid for a large family, (a low bid - so low that
somebody always instantly raised him twenty-five dollars, when the busy...
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