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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from William Maxwell: A Virginian of Ante-Bellum Days
His brilliant life spanned that long and interesting period which opened at the Revolution and closed at the Civil
War. He was born in Norfolk, Va. (1784), less than three months after General Washington had delivered his
farewell address to the army. He died near Williamsburg (1857) two months before Chief Justice Taney had
rendered the Dred Scott decision. These were the days of intellectual giants in Church and State and Maxwell
was a king among them. It is to question whether the Virginia of his time produced a more cultured, gifted and
versatile son than he. His name and fame have become obscured. Had Maxwell devoted his talents to politics as
he did to law, literature and education, his fame would be secure. It must be remembered that he passed away
just before the long and heart-breaking series of catastrophies that befell in the terrible years of blood, glory,
defeat and humiliation (1861-75). There was but little chance for kindly courtesies to the memory of departed
benefactors. Yet, even so, this does not wholly excuse, if it does in part explain, the seeming neglect of those for
whom he labored more directly. His life is a peculiar ornament and his memory should remain the care of the
Presbyterians of this state, the college of Hampden-Sidney and the city of Norfolk. The family was Scotch, as the
name indicates. But his father, James Maxwell, was loyal to this, his adopted country, and served faithfully in
the infant navy of Virginia. So efficient was Captain Maxwell that he was made general superintendent of the
little Virginia fleet. In Novemboer,...
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