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illustrated. 1911 Excerpt: . . . strong, and he loved his country and his people. One day, while Gideon was
threshing wheat in the shelter of a building on his fathers place, that the Midianites might not see how much he
had to thresh, an angel appeared to him and said, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. Go, in this
thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. Gideon said: Wherewith shall I save Israel
Behold, my family is poor, and I am the least in my fathers house. But the angel said, Surely the Lord will be
with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man. When the angel had gone, Gideon thought about
what had been said to him, and how he should obey the command. The first thing he did was to go forth
among the people, sounding his trumpet to call them together; then he sent messengers throughout all the
country to bid the men come to him. And many came from all parts and stood before Gideon. Again God spoke
to Gideon, and said: The people that are with thee are too many, for when the victory is won they may say,
Israels own hand hath saved us. Go, say to them whoever is fearful and afraid, let him return to his home.
Gideon obeyed and more than half of the men departed. Then God said to Gideon, The people are still too
many; bring them...
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